Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515

July 24, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Steve Scalise
Speaker Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Tom Emmer
Majority Whip

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson, Majority Leader Scalise, and Majority Whip Emmer:

We write in support of all Dreamers who live and contribute to our districts and to our great nation.
Healthcare workers, teachers, police officers, students, and many more from our communities are
seeking assistance with their Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) renewal
applications. Administrative inefficiencies at the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) have led to unprecedented backlogs and delays in processing DACA renewal
applications. We urge you to work with us and not obstruct legislation that protects DACA
recipients from work authorization lapses and the threat of deportation by directly addressing the
severe administrative backlogs at USCIS and through a permanent, codified legal status for
Dreamers.

DACA recipients actively follow the rules and contribute to our communities and our economy
and should not be penalized by government inefficiency. Until this year, most renewals were
granted well before the status expired. We now have DACA recipients waiting as long as nine
months for their renewal applications to be approved, even after filing 120-150 days before
expiration as recommended by USCIS, undergoing background checks, and paying filing fees.

These prolonged wait times have caused work authorizations to expire and put DACA recipients,
their employers, families, and communities at risk. Nearly 1.7 million Dreamers are trained and
employed in critical industries such as construction, manufacturing, and healthcare.' Their wages
contribute an estimated $76 billion to our economy each year with an additional $24 billion each
year to local, state, and federal taxes.” Denying DACA recipients and Dreamers the opportunity to
contribute only harms America and our economy.

Congress must act, through immediate measures to resolve the renewal backlog at USCIS and
through a pathway to citizenship and comprehensive immigration reform. President Trump himself
has previously expressed openness to legislation supporting Dreamers, as have several members
of your Republican Conference.>* This sentiment is shared by an overwhelming majority of

! https://www.fwd.us/news/dreamers-by-the-numbers/
2
[See 1]
8 https://www.wsj.com/articles/senators-resume-immigration-negotiations-1516834456
4 https://www.politico.com/news/2026/06/20/daca-delays-dreamers-uscis-00968561
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Americans at over 80%.’ Unfortunately, our attempts at legislative action are denied and blocked.
This is why we write to urge you to allow legislation to come to the floor that supports DACA
recipients and Dreamers and ask that you eliminate any legislative obstructions.

No eligible DACA recipient should lose their status, job, or ability to contribute to the country
they call home. We hope you work with us to support Dreamers. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, w
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Seth Moulton
Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress
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